
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
June 21, 2016
CITY HALL

121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor  Laurie  Dove  called the meeting to order at  7 :00 p.m. with the following members present:  Dale  
Kerstetter ,  Lou Cicirello,  Gina Gregory ,   Brendan McGettigan,  Marci Maschino,   Lionel Jackson   and Al 
Hobson.

Members Absent: Ben Anderson   

Staff Present: Kristine Polian, Finance and Admin Director
Mark Hephner, Police Chief
Neil Owings, Parks and Public Buildings Superintendent
Rob Tormey, Fire Chief
Brent Holper, City Superintendent
Ryan Shrack, Community Development Director
Joshua Golka, City Engineer
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk

Press present: The Ark Valley News

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Mayor Dove requested  addition of an executive session to discuss non-elected personnel be placed on the 
agenda under Item C, New Business.   Jackson moved to approve the  amended  Agenda, seconded by  
Maschino.  Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA

MINUTES – JUNE 7, 2016 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Hobson  moved to accept the minutes of the  June   7 , 201 6 ,  regular City Council m eeting ,  seconded by   
Cicirello. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – None

PUBLIC FORUM   –   Janice Sharp, Public Library Director  gave an update regarding the fundraising efforts 
for the Community Center.  $41,300.00 has been pledged since the June 1, 2016 kickoff.  That amount will 
be matched by an  anonymous  donor.  Additional fundraising events will continue and Sharp will report back 
next month.

APPOINTMENTS – None

COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS – None

OLD BUSINESS –

A. AUTHORIZATION   OF   TAX   REBATE   PAYMENT/ABATEMENT   FOR   SAFARIK   TOOL 
COMPNAY

Community Development Director Shrack reported on the history of the economic development incentive 
offered to Safarik Tool Company  and read approvals  from the October  2014  minutes  from both the 



Economic Development Board and Council .   Hobson inquired about the annual review requirement for the 
next 6 years.  Shrack confirmed there is an annual review requirement in order to continue abatement.

Cicirello moved to authorize a tax rebate payment of $12,757.47 to Safarik Tool Company for its 2015 tax 
bill.  Hobson seconded the motion.  Gregory asked for confirmation of amount.  Shrack referred to tax bill 
submitted and verified the amount should read, $12,757.45,  Cicirello amended his motion to authorize 
payment of $12,757.45.  Hobson seconded the amended motion.   Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

Cicirello moved to authorize city staff to file a 6 year tax abatement agreement for Safarik Tool Company 
with Sedgwick County starting in 2016.  Hobson seconded the motion.   Vote yea: unanimous. Motion 
carried.

B. CHARTER ORDINANCE REGARDING CITY TREASURER POSITION. 2nd READING;

Kerstetter asked whether the appointment needed to be made now or following the 60 waiting period. Polian 
stated that Council could appoint now or wait at their discretion.

Cicirello moved to adopt Charter Ordinance 28-2016, exempting the City from the provision of K.S.A. 14-
201 calling for the election of the City Treasurer and providing for the Treasurer’s appointment by the 
Mayor, for 2nd reading.  Kerstetter seconded the motion.   Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS-

A. 2015 AUDIT PRESENTATION

Polian introduced  Jonathan Nibarger with Mike Houser & Co. P.A. independent auditors for the City.  
Nibarger explained the findings of the auditor’s report. They found minor issues with procedures, but no 
significant deficiencies or material weaknesses. Maschino thanked Nibarger and his firm for the timely report
of the audit findings.  She also thanked Polian and her department for their hard work and dedication.

Cicirello moved to receive and file the 2015 audit.  Maschino seconded the motion.  Vote yea: unanimous.  
Motion carried.

B. CONSIDERATION    OF    REQUEST    FROM    USD    262    FOR    ANNEXATION    OF    HIGH 
SCHOOL

Polian reported that USD 262 had requested that the City of Valley Center annex the High School. 
Discussion  followed regarding if any streets would be annexed .  Chief Hephner reported that it would also 
clear the response line between the County and the City.

Cicirello moved to adopt the staff recommendation for annexation as presented.  Hobson  seconded the 
motion.  Vote yea:  Cicirello, Gregory, McGettigan, Maschino,  Jackson  and Hobson. Opposed: Kerstetter . 
Motion carried.

C.  EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS NON-ELECTED PERSONNEL

Cicirello  moved, seconded by  Maschino  to  recess into Executive Session for a  period  of 1 5  minutes to 
discuss non-elected personnel.  Vote Yea:  Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Recess started at 7:30pm
Recess ended at 7:45pm



Cicirello reported no action was taken during Executive Session.

Mayor Dove  appointed Scott Hildebrand as City Administrator in accordance o f  employment agreement with 
the City of Valley Center.  Cicirello moved, seconded by Maschino to accept the appointment from the 
Mayor.  Polian requested that the motion be amended to approve the appointment and the terms of the 
employee agreement. Cicirello amended his motion to  include  the contract agreement.  Maschino seconded 
the amended motion. Vote Yea:  Unanimous.  Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE
B. TREASURER’S REPORT
C. REVENUE AND EXPENSE SUMMARIES
D. CHECK RECONCILIATION

Cicirello  moved, seconded by  McGettigan  to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Vote Yea: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS

FINANCE AND ADMIN DIRECTOR POLIAN

Polian reported that Department Heads will  meet June 22, 2016 for training regarding the Performance Based 
Management System with a consultant from Gallagher.

CHIEF HEPHNER

The City has had many requests for  solicitor  permits following the recent storm.  All persons must apply for 
the permit and undergo a background check in addition to the company being registered with the City.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR SHRACK

Shrack reported that  the Main Street committee will attend the July 5, 2016 Council meeting and report on 
their activities.  Shrack also presented the logo for the Main Street program designed by Jordan Armstrong.

Demolishment of house located at 820 S. Meridian will be completed within 3 weeks.  The Trust that owns 
the property will pay for all expenses incurred.

Residents residing on the one way streets of Dexter and Colby have been asked to complete a survey to see if 
they would like the streets to remain one way streets or change to two way streets.  Results will be presented 
at the July 5, 2016 Council meeting.

CITY SUPERINTENDENT HOLPER

Holper reported that a sand bag has been placed along the water meter at the corner of Emporia and Main as 
a temporary fix.  It will be fixed during the construction of the Emporia Bike Path.

A total of 4.02 inches of rain fell last week, with higher amounts being reported north.  The department had 
crews out working the streets, but areas did have flooding issues with that much rain in a short amount of 
time.

His crew have been cleaning culverts in the Windmill Court area.

PARKS AND BUILDINGS DIRECTOR OWINGS



McLaughlin park has warnings posted in regards to the outbreak of Blue-Green algae.  Warnings signs will 
remain up until the danger has passed.

Owings reported that the Kansas Department of Labor conducted an employee safety audit June 15, 2016.  
He has not received the official report, but they found only minor violations.

CITY ENGINEER GOLKA

Golka reported the Leeker’s north driveway project is scheduled to begin on July 5th.  This will allow the 
least disruption of traffic during the Fourth of July weekend, when there is a fireworks tent in the parking lot.

Golka explained that the Meridian/Ford Street drainage project did help during the recent flooding, but that it 
was not designed to handle all the run off north of Main Street.  Also the trash racks got plugged up with the 
sticks and leaf debris that fell due to the large hail.  Golka recommended that the 4 trash racks at the inlets of 
the Main and Meridian be removed.  That would help with some of the drainage issues.

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS –

MAYOR DOVE

Mayor Dove  urged all Council members to attend the “soft” opening of the golf course.   Mayor Dove also 
thanked Owings and his department for watering the new planters located along Main Street during the work 
week.
school.

Hobson moved to adjourn, second by Maschino.  Vote Yea: Unanimous.

ADJOURN -

Meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________
                                               Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk


