
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
April 5, 2016
CITY HALL

121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor  Laurie  Dove  called the meeting to order at  7 :00 p.m. with the following members present:  
Dale  Kerstetter ,  Lou Cicirello,  Gina Gregory ,   Brendan McGettigan,  Marci Maschino,   Lionel 
Jackson and Al Hobson.

Members Absent: Ben Anderson   

Staff Present: George Kolb, Interim City Administrator
Kristine Polian, Finance and Admin Director
Mark Hephner, Police Chief
Brent Holper, City Superintendent
Ryan Shrack, Community Development Director
Joshua Golka, City Engineer
Barry Arbuckle, City Attorney
Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk

Press present: The Ark Valley News

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Hobson moved to approve the Agenda, second by Jackson. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA

MINUTES – MARCH 15, 2016 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Hobson  moved to accept the minutes of the  March   1 5 , 201 6 ,  regular City Council m eeting , 
seconded by Gregory. Vote yea: unanimous. Motion carried.

PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – None

PUBLIC FORUM – None

APPOINTMENTS – None

COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS – Valley Center Planning Commission 3/22/16 minutes.
Board of Appeals 3/14/2016 minutes.

OLD BUSINESS –

A. PUBLIC HEARING: 1292-16 PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Mayor Dove opened the public hearing regarding the proposed special assessments at 7:02pm.



Marchel McNaught, 6525 N. Seneca St. attended the meeting to find out more about the project and 
the water line.   Gary Yoho, 6328 N. Seneca, questioned whether funding could be obtained through 
the Super Fund.  He also wondered if an inte rest rate has been set and if he  could avoid paying 
interest if he paid in full.  

Polian  explained the process to levy Special Assessments and answered questions raised.  In order 
to qualify for money from the Super Fund, the area would have to be decl ared eligible by either the 
KDHE  or EPA.  It was not.  Property owners can avoid  all  interest by paying in full, however 
whatever is not paid will be place d  in  b ond at a rate that has not been determined  with no pro-ration 
if paid early.

Mayor Dove closed the public hearing at 7:12pm

B. ORDINANCE 1292-16: LEVYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Polian introduced Garth Herman, an attorney with Gilmore and Bell, the City’s bond counsel.

Polian  reported to Council that the City held a meeting for all property owners  a ffected by these 
assessments on  March 2 8 , 2016.  At this meeting,  City staff explained the history of the 
development and th at  changes made in both develo pers and the platting of lots changed the  
infrastructure needs, which affected the current special assessments.

Cicirello  moved to a dopt Ordinance 1292-16, levying Special Assessments on certain property to 
pay the cost of internal  improvements  in the City of Valley Center, Kansas and authorize Mayor to 
sign.  Gregory seconded the motion.  Vote yea: Unanimous.   Motion carried.

C. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION POSITION RECLASSIFICATION PROPOSAL

Polian presented to Council a proposal to reclassify the part time administrative assistant position 
into a full time position with additional responsibility of coordinating Senior Club activities. 
Discussion was held regarding funding and postponing the reclassification until next budget year.

Cicirello  moved to  approve the Finance and Administration Position Reclassification of part time 
Administrative  Assistant  to full time Senior Coordinator/Administrative Assistant.  Maschino 
seconded the motion.     Vote yea:  Cicirello,  McGettigan, Maschino and Jackson .  Opposed:  
Kerstetter, Gregory, and Hobson.  Motion carried.

D.   DISCUSSION OF ANNUAL BUDGET SURVEY

Kolb distributed to Council members a survey for 2017 Budget Prioritization. These completed 
surveys will help as the strategic plan is developed for the City of Valley Center.  

NEW BUSINESS-

A. WATER STUDY PRESENTATION

Golka reminded Council of the recent history that led to the water study.  Negotions with the City of
Wichita are in process, and staff felt that the study would be beneficial to make long range plans.  
Golka introduced Sara Unruh with PEC.  Unruh presented findings of the study regarding an 
overview of the City's current raw water system, historical and projected population and water 



usage data and water rates as well as options for consideration.  An immediate recommendation 
from the study was replacement of well 7 and well 8, which are only producing at approximately 
15% capacity due to age and mineral build up.

Discussion was held regarding the options presented from the study as well as the new water 
contract with the City of Wichita.  Kolb indicated that the City of Wichita will continue buying raw 
water from the City of Valley Center, however currently the City of Valley Center is losing revenue
due to the inefficiency of wells 7 and 8.

Hobson moved to re-drill well 7 and well 8.  Kerstetter seconded the motion.   Discussion was held 
regarding the process and recommendations.  Hobson rescinded his motion.  Kerstetter rescinded
his second.

Cicirello moved to authorize staff to move forward with the process to rehab all wells based on plan
as presented.  Hobson seconded the motion.  Vote: Yea; Unanimous. Motion Carried.

B. AGREEMENT WITH KDOT EMPORIA BIKE PATH PROJECT

Holper presented to Council a standard agreement with KDOT to lock in funding to move the 
project forward.  KDOT has a wider window on a start date allowing the  contractor  to set schedule, 
but Holper thought it would be fall 2016.

Cicirello moved to approve  KDOT Agreement 65-16 for construction of Emporia Bike  Path  in 
Valley Center, Kansas and authorize Mayor to sign.   Motion seconded by  Kerstetter .      Vote yea: 
unanimous. Motion carried.

C.  EXCUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS LAND ACQUISITION

Cicirello moved, seconded by Maschino, to recess into Executive Session for a period of 10 
minutes, to discuss Land Acquisition.   Kolb and Arbuckle  were  invited to attend executive session.   
Vote Yea:  Unanimous.  Motion carried.

Recess started at 8:28 PM
Recess ended at 8:38 PM

 Maschino reported no action was taken during Executive Session.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Maschino  moved, seconded by  Kerstetter  to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Vote Yea: 
Unanimous.  Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS

FINANACE AND ADMIN DIRECTOR POLIAN

The financial audit was completed March 14-15th.  Initial report went very well and Polian does not 
anticipate any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in the final report.



Stacy Shay has been hired as Municipal Court Clerk.  She brings legal experience working for the 
Sedgwick County DA office.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR SHRACK

Reported that a steering committee has been formed for the Main Street program and  it  has begun 
meeting monthly.  The  committee  is working on development of by-laws.  Planters are being 
installed along Main Street and a logo contest is being held for high school students to  design a 
logo for the Main Street program.

CITY SUPERINTENT HOLPER

T he City Spring Clean Up Day  will be April 16, 2016 .   The drop off is f or  Valley Center  residents  
only.

His department has begun clearing the lot at 69th and Meridian of the trees and will begin  
demolition of buildings later this month.

CITY ENGINEER GOLKA

Working with UCI on removing excessive rock following the Meridian Street project.

Preliminary study along 5th St was completed  April 4, 20 16, however utility flags are still there as  
they remain in place for 14 days.

Presentation of traffic impact study to Council regarding Leeker's north driveway tentatively 
scheduled for April 19, 2016 Council Meeting.

CITY ATTORNEY ARBUCKLE

A hearing for the condemnation of the properties on Goff Street is scheduled for April 14, 2016.  
Appraisers will be appointed by the Court at this time.

The legislative change regarding local elections being moved to fall means that Council members 
with expiring terms in 2017 will continue to serve until new elected Council members take oath in 
January 2018.

INTERIM CITY ADMINISTRATOR KOLB

Kolb  has received  a  proposal from SPT regarding the Ford Street Development Project.   He will 
sign and return to SPT.

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS –

MAYOR DOVE

Urged members of Council to attend the Sedgwick County Association of Cities meeting  April 9, 
2016  at the Wichita Art  Museum .  The City of Valley Center will host the May 14th meeting at  
Botanica.



COUNCIL MEMBER CICIRELLO

Would like staff to contact School officials about Ordinance and  placement  requirements for 
political signs.  He wants to support the school but Ordinances need to be followed.

COUNCIL MEMBER GREGORY

Thanked the Public Works staff on the cleaning of the lot at 69th and Meridian.  It's looking so 
much better.

COUNCILMEMBER MCGETTIGAN

Went to the public works building last week and looked at both the dump truck and the new tractor.

COUNCIL MEMBER HOBSON

Appreciates the Main Street Project.  Also thanked the  P ublic  W orks  D epartment on the clean up 
throughout the City.

Hobson moved to adjourn, second by Maschino.  Vote Yea: Unanimous.

ADJOURN -

Meeting adjourned at 8:52 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________
                                               Kristi Carrithers, City Clerk


